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EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF EFFORTS TO RESTORE WAI‘ANAE KAI FOREST 

RESERVE AND WATER FLOW IN WAIʻANAE WATERSHED STREAMS FOR 

TRADITIONAL AND CUSTOMARY NATIVE HAWAIIAN PRACTICES  

 

 

WHEREAS, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs passed a resolution of expressing 

support of efforts to restore water flow in the historic, natural waterways of Hawai‘i for 

traditional and customary Native Hawaiian practices (AHCC Resolution 2017-32); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Waiʻanae Watershed is defined by the geographic area encompassed by 

the Cityʻs “Waiʻanae District” boundaries and roughly coterminous with the traditional 

boundaries of the Waiʻanae Moku (Waiʻanae Watershed Management Plan, page ES-4); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Waiʻanae community has shown a strong interest in restoring stream 

flow in order to provide for native aquatic species habitat, local small-scale farming and 

irrigation, and the revitalization of cultural practices (2009 Waiʻanae Watershed Management 

Plan, page 2-13); and 

 

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Waiʻanae Coast Neighborhood Board unanimously accepted 

and passed the ʻAʻaliʻi Resolution presented by students from Nānākuli High School regarding 

water management in Waiʻanae; and 

 

WHEREAS, the August 2018 Waiʻanae Kai forest fire burned 1,500 acres of native 

forest which degraded forest cover and decreased water percolation into the perched aquifers; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, there has been community-based conversations on the need for restoring the 

Wai‘anae Kai Forest to promote Wai‘anae Watershed health; and 

 

WHEREAS, ensuring a healthy Wai‘anae Watershed will lead to continuous mauka-to-

makai streamflow; and 

 

WHEREAS, that continuous stream flow will catalyze the spawning of native stream and 

nearshore aquatic species, including endemic species of ‘o‘opu, ‘ōpae and other fish like ‘anae, 

promotes limu growth, and is critical for the perpetuation of traditional and customary practices 

such as loʻi kalo restoration; and 

 






