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URGING THE ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS TO ENDEAVOR TO 
IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF MEMBERS BY PROMOTING ANNUAL COLON 

CANCER EDUCATION AND SCREENING 

WHEREAS, colon cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death in the United States 
killing nearly 60,000 people each year; and 

WHEREAS, it is widely known that early and regular screening for pre-cancerous colon 
lesion can prevent 90% of colon cancers; and  

WHEREAS, in Hawai‘i, Native Hawaiian kāne have the highest mortality rates from 
colon cancers from among the five major ethnic groups; and 

WHEREAS, in 2018, it is estimated that there will be 140,250 new cases of colorectal 
cancer in the United States; and  

WHEREAS, colorectal cancer is the third leading cause of cancer-related deaths in men 
and women in the United States, and is expected to cause about 50,630 deaths during 2018; and   

WHEREAS, in Hawai‘i, Native Hawaiian men and women have the highest mortality 
rates from colon cancers from among the five major ethnic groups, and  

WHEREAS, this unequal burden of colon cancer deaths exists because nearly 60% of 
Hawaiian kāne over age 50 have never been screened for colon cancers, and colorectal cancer 
risk increases with age, especially after age 50; and   

WHEREAS, it is widely known that early and regular screening for pre-cancerous colon 
lesion can prevent 90% of colon cancers; and 

WHEREAS, the goal of No Ke Ola Pono o Nā Kāne (for the good health of Hawaiian 
men) is to improve the health of Hawaiian kāne by facilitating hui kūkākūkā (discussion 
sessions) among nā kāne during community meetings, and perpetuating the traditional practice of 
the hale mua (men’s house); and   

WHEREAS, educational materials and resources to increase awareness about early 
detection and assist Hawaiian kāne in obtaining no-cost colon cancer screenings have been 
created and secured by the University of Hawai‘i Cancer Center’s Kāne Project (No Ke Ola 
Pono o Nā Kāne).  






