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URGING ALL HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS TO SPONSOR ANNUAL BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS EDUCATION CAMPAIGNS BETWEEN NOVEMBER 2018 AND  

SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
 

WHEREAS, breast cancer is the most common cancer diagnosed in women in Hawai‘i; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Native Hawaiian women have the highest rates of newly diagnosed cases 
among women from all ethnic groups in Hawai‘i; and  
 

WHEREAS, annually, an average of 1,107 women in Hawai‘i are diagnosed with 
invasive breast cancer, while another 300 are diagnosed with in situ breast cancer, or very early 
stage tumors that have not invaded surrounding tissues; and 
 

WHEREAS, Native Hawaiians have a greater proportion (29%) of late stage breast 
cancers compared to the other major racial/ethnic groups, in Hawai‘i; and  
 

WHEREAS, an average of 125 women die of breast cancer each year in Hawai‘i; and 
 

WHEREAS, Native Hawaiians have the highest incidence (occurrence) and mortality 
(death) rates from breast cancer among women from all ethnic groups, in Hawai‘i; and 
 

WHEREAS, invasive breast cancer incidence rates in Hawai‘i increased nearly 2% per 
year over the past 10 years (2004 to 2013); and    
 

WHEREAS, invasive breast cancer mortality (death) rates declined over the past decade; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Hawai‘i ranks #6 in the United States for invasive breast cancer incidence: 
134.4 per year over the past 10 years (2004 to 2013); and 
 

WHEREAS, Hawai‘i has the lowest breast cancer mortality in the country: 14.5 per 
100.000 in Hawai‘i compared to 21.5 per 100,000 in the U.S. overall in 2009 to 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, most breast cancers (73%) are diagnosed at early stages (in situ or 
localized); 23% are diagnosed at late stages; and 
 






