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No. 2018 – 15 
 

COMMENDING KUMU EARL KAWA‘A IN HIS SELECTION AS A RECIPIENT OF 
THE KALANI ALI‘I AWARD BY THE ‘AHA HĪPU‘U 

 
 

WHEREAS, Earl Kawa‘a was born in Hālawa Valley, Moloka‘i, and is one of only 28 
known remaining mānaleo outside of the Ni‘ihau and the Hawaiian Language immersion 
community; and  

 
WHEREAS, Kumu Kawa‘a’s parents were Mr. Walter Kaloheaulani Kawa‘a and Mrs. 

Georgina Kaliko Kawa‘a; and 
 
WHEREAS, Kumu Earl Kawa‘a is a teacher, a mentor, counselor, deep source of 

knowledge; and  
 
WHEREAS, Kumu Kawa‘a grew up in Hālawa, Moloka‘i, is a child among four other 

siblings, and when offered the opportunity to attend Kamehameha Schools, he chose to remain in 
the valley and learn from his elders the mores, culture, and language; and 

 
WHEREAS, growing up, Kumu Kawa‘a knew a time when each family had a papa ku‘i 

‘ai (board) and pōhaku ku‘i ‘ai (stone pounder) in their hale, and in the genesis of his “Board and 
Stone Program” in 2006, while returning to his one hānau Moloka‘i to teach poi pounding to 
Moloka’i students, Kumu Kawa‘a was heartbroken that on the island there were only two poi 
boards and one poi pounder remaining among Moloka‘i families; and 

 
WHEREAS, upon realizing this, he flew over 18 boards and stones from O‘ahu to 

Moloka‘i to teach the class, and it then became a mission of family resiliency for him to reignite 
that connection for our Hawaiian communities by establishing the “Board and Stone” classes; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Kumu Kawa‘a established Board and Stone classes in various Native 

Hawaiian Communities such as Moloka‘i, Waimānalo, Kalihi Uka, Wai‘anae, Papakōlea and 
Punalu‘u and even extended the program to Mō‘ili‘ili hoping to target Hawaiians living in urban 
Honolulu; and 

 
WHEREAS, over 400 families attended his family orientation class and over 5,000 

students have been taught in his Board and Stone classes over the years, in these one-of-a-kind 
cultural ‘ohana engagement classes; and 

 






